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PRIME M INISTER PRESENTS AWARD OF 
RECOGNITION TO DOMINICAN  NATIONALS 
IN  THE UNITED KINGDOM  
 

In observance of the 36th Anniversary of Independence of the Com-

monwealth of Dominica, the High  Commission hosted an Independ-

ence Reception at the Mission on Monday 20th October 2014, in the 

esteemed presence of the Prime Minister, Honourable Roosevelt Sker-

rit.  Awards were presented to eight individuals in recognition of their 

dedicated and diligent service to Dominica.  These individuals have 

been involved in the work of the  Dominican Associations in the Un-

tied Kingdom and their significant contribution was recognized.       

(more on page 4) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA 

HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES SAVARIN DAH 
 

It is a pleasure for me to be afforded the opportunity to contribute a 

Christmas Message for inclusion in the High Commissionõs Newslet-

ter and to once again extend warmest greetings to all Dominicans 

resident in the United Kingdom.  

  

My fellow Dominicans, with the benefit of social media and the In-

ternet you would no doubt have followed the campaign for our 

general elections which was held on the 8
th

 December 2014. You 

would also have learnt that the Labour Party Government under the 

leadership of Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit was returned to office 

with a comfortable but reduced majority of 15 seats to the United 

Workers Partyõs 6 seats. 

 

Now that the election campaign is over and the people have elected 

a government of their choice it is for us to put aside our differences 

as a people and come together as one, to build upon the founda-

tions we have laid and to work our way through the economic and 

financial challenges that lie ahead.  We should be encouraged and 

motivated by the tremendous strides made over the years in so 

many sectors particularly in the areas of physical infrastructural de-

velopment, health, housing, education, information technology, en-

trepreneurship, energy and in providing for the elderly.  

 

Particular mention should be made of the procurement and the in-

stallation of several pieces of diagnostic equipment at the Princess Margaret Hospital, the completion of the State House 

Complex and the new State College, the exploration and development of our geothermal energy potential, the engage-

ment of approximately 1400 young persons under the National Employment Programme in less than one year, the re-

naming of the recently upgraded Melville Hall Airport to the Douglas -Charles Airport, and the completion of the rehabili-

tation of the Pond Casse to Melville Hall Road and it's renaming  as the Dr. Nicholas J.O. Liverpool Highway. 

 

We eagerly await with great optimism the commencement of several infrastructural projects geared at further enhancing 

our economic growth and social development namely, construction of a new, modern and well -equipped General Hospi-

tal with grant assistance from the Peopleõs Republic of China; completion of the Roseau Enhancement Project which in-

cludes the Roseau  Riverside Promenade and the improvement of streets, drains and sidewalks; implementation of the 

Portsmouth Enhancement Project to transform the town into a modern urban centre and major tourist attraction; the de-

velopment  of modern upscale hotels at the Public Works Garage site in Roseau, and on Douglas Bay in Portsmouth; and 

the construction of the long -awaited international airport at Crompton Point, Woodford Hill, under a Build Operate and 

Transfer (BOT) Program. Additionally the generation of electricity from our proven geothermal resources has the poten-

tial to transform the economy by lowering the cost of electricity and thereby the cost of living and the cost of doing busi-

ness in Dominica. 

 

So my Fellow Dominicans, we have a lot to be thankful for.  We should look to the future with great optimism as we seek 

to build on our accomplishments and pray for the continued outpouring of Godõs Blessings, Grace and Mercy.                                           

 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, I wish to take this opportunity on behalf of the 

Government and people of the Commonwealth of Dominica and on behalf of my wife and myself, to express my pro-

found thanks and appreciation for the great sacrifices that you have made and are making in providing for the welfare of 

your families and friends at home.  I also wish to express my thanks and appreciation for your continued support for the 

development of your country.  I encourage you to visit as often as you can, not only to familiarize yourself with the trans-

formation that is taking place in your homeland but to stay connected and give serious consideration to investing in the 

established and/or emerging sectors of the economy. 

 

My wife and family join me in extending to you Godõs continued blessings for a Spirit-filled and Joyous Christmas Season 

and a Bright and Prosperous New Year. 
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MESSAGE FROM FORMER HIGH COMMISSIONER 

HER EXCELLENCY FRANCINE BARON 

 

Fellow Nationals as the curtain draws to a close on 2014 so 

too, my sojourn as High Commissioner of the Commonwealth 

of Dominica to the Court of St. Jamesõs in the United King-

dom. As you may be aware my tenure as High Commissioner 

came to an end on the 12
th

 of December and I was sworn in 

as a Senator and Minister of Foreign Affairs and CARICOM 

Affairs on the 13
th

 of December, 2014.  

 

My time in the United Kingdom, albeit brief, has been signifi-

cant for me. It has been my honour to represent my country 

in the UK at this level. Notwithstanding that it has been chal-

lenging having to deal with a myriad of matters with limited 

staff, and resources, the support of the staff of the Mission 

has been incredible, they along with the support of Domini-

can nationals here, made all the difference. 

 

Although as High Commissioner I was engaged in discussions 

at all levels, whether it was interacting with the British Government, working on the strategic plan for 

the Commonwealth, arguing the case against APD, I think the most fulfilling has been my engage-

ment with our Dominican nationals.  

 

It has been heartening to see that notwithstanding the thousands of miles that separate you from 

Dominica and the many years that have passed since you relocated to the United Kingdom, your 

love for Dominica has remained strong. Many of you have passed on that interest and passion to 

your children and they, to theirs. It has been my pleasure to work with you to advance the interests 

of Dominica. 

 

I will always be eternally grateful to the many nationals who have assisted the High Commission, giv-

ing freely and willingly of their time and talent, whether it was to serve on a committee, plan activi-

ties, perform at different functions and events or prepare delicious eats and drinks to support us.   I 

also admire the work that has been done over the years by our Associations and I encourage them 

to continue their work on behalf of Dominica.  

 

It is important that the younger generation get more involved and knowledgeable about Dominica 

and work with the Associations either as members or collaborators to advance the cause of Domini-

ca in the UK and to participate in the development of Dominica. I encourage all of you to visit Domi-

nica regularly. Your input is valuable, appreciated and necessary. 

 

I trust that you will continue to give your support to the High Commission. We have begun to raise 

greater awareness of Dominica not only amongst our Nationals but in the broader context, this must 

continue to grow.  As Diaspora Affairs falls within my portfolio, my interest and engagement with 

you will continue.  

 

I wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a New Year that is productive and rewarding.    
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THE HIGH COMMISSION HOSTS RECEPTION TO CELEBRATE THE 36TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF INDEPENDENCE OF DOMINICA  
 

Under the theme ôOur Nation, Our Responsibilityõ, Dominica celebrated its 36
th

 Anniver-

sary of Independence on 3
rd

 November 2014.   In observance of this occasion, the High 

Commission hosted a reception on Monday 20
th

 October 2014 in the presence of the 

Prime Minister, Honourable Roosevelt Skerrit.  The event was held at the High Commis-

sion and was attended by Dominican Nationals, friends of Dominica, CARICOM High 

Commissioners and other special invited guests including Baroness Scotland, His Excel-

lency Anthony Bailey and HSH Princess Marie-Therese of Hohenberg, the former Mayor 

of Brent Council Ms Bertha Joseph, Newsreader Ms Gillian Joseph, and former West 

Indies Cricketer Sir Clive Lloyd. 

 

The High Commissioner Her Excellency Francine Baron welcomed guests to the event 

and paid tribute to all the Dominican Nationals who have played a part in the develop-

ment of Dominica.  She was encouraged by the level of dedication that she has wit-

nessed from the members of the Dominican associations in the United 

Kingdom and from the wider Dominican community.  

 

The Prime Minister addressed the guests, recalling the journey of Dominica 

since gaining independence in 1978.  The Prime Minister highlighted the 

recent programmes and projects in Dominica and reiterated Government's 

commitment towards development and an increased standard of living for 

citizens of Dominica. 

 

The many individuals who have done their duty in service for the country 

were remembered and congratulated.   The Prime Minister recognised the 

contribution which Dominicans have made in their personal capacity for 

the development of Dominica.  Many individuals, both within and without 

the Associations, were applauded for their efforts.   Awards of recognition 

were presented to some of these individuals, as nominated by their respec-

tive Association.   The Prime Minister congratulated the awardees for their 

diligence and for being true to the theme of this yearõs independence.   

 

Her Excellency Francine Baron presented the High Commissionerõs award 

to persons who had worked at the High Commission on a voluntary basis 

during her tenure.   The High Commissionerõs Award for Voluntary Service 

to the Dominica High Commission was presented to Mrs Clara St Paul, Ms 

Thora Shillingford and Ms Edrina Xavier. 

 

During the 2013 Independence dinner/dance, the Dominica National Dis-

aster and Development Fund (DNDDF) recognised  one of its long serving 

members, Mr Clifton Brand for  his ôõexceptional and dedicated meritorious 

service as a member of the Dominica Overseas Nationals Association 

(DONA) and Trustee of the Dominica National Development and Disaster 

Fund (The Dominica Fund) since its registration in 1991; for sustained sup-

port to colleagues on the Management Board and constantly reminding us 

of the purpose for which the Associations were established with Dominica 

and the Dominican Communities as the focusõõ.  The Honourable Prime 

Minister presented the gift to Mr Brand on behalf of the DNDDF.  

 

The compère for the evening was Ms Valley Fontaine, while Mrs Josephine 

Moise led in singing the National Anthem.  Guests were entertained by the 

soothing jazz sound of Cameron Pierre and his band, the Sisserou Folk 

Singers and UK pop singer Shola Ama who is of Dominican descent.  The 

High Commissioner wishes to express her sincere thanks to the individuals 

who contributed towards making the event a success. 

 

Hon Roosevelt Skerrit 

Her Excellency Francine Baron   

 Baroness Scotland with national   

 Iƻƴ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ {ƪŜǊǊƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ His Excellency  Anthony Bailey 

 and HSH Princess Marie-Therese of Hohenberg 
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DOMINICAõS ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATED IN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM  

 

Independence Dance  

Every year the Dominica National Disaster and Develop-

ment Fund (DNDDF) holds an annual official dance to cel-

ebrate Dominicaõs Independence, under the patronage of 

the High Commissioner.  The DNDDF is an umbrella asso-

ciation, comprising of some of the UK-based Dominican 

Associations in the United Kingdom. 

 

The dance took place on Saturday 29
th

 November and was 

held at the Starlight Suite in Leyton, London.   The format 

was an Independence Party and some nationals who were 

present proudly wore their national costume while others 

had a version of same.  Ms Janet Charles, Second Secre-

tary, represented the High Commissioner.   

 

 

Independence Church Service  

The annual Thanksgiving Mass to commemorate Domini-

caõs 36th Anniversary of Independence took place on Sun-

day 26th October 2014 at Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church 

in Wanstead E11.   

 

Her Excellency Francine Baron, High Commissioner was in 

attendance and read the National Day of Prayer message 

from the Government.  The High Commissioner was ac-

companied by Ms Janet Charles, Second Secretary. 

 

Mr Joseph Vidal from the Dominica Overseas Nationals Associ-

ation (DONA) proudly carried the flag of Dominica during the 

entrance procession, while the choir was lead by Ms Thora Shil-

lingford.  The main celebrant was Brother Jesus from St. Antho-

nyõs of Padua RC in Forest Gate.  Some nationals who attended 

were dressed in various designs of the national dress. 

   

 

Evensong 

On Thursday 6th November 2014, the High Commissioner, Her 

Excellency Francine Baron, on the invitation of the Dean of 

Westminster Abbey attended Evensong Service in observance 

of Independence Day, where prayers are offered for Dominica, 

its leaders and people.   

 

Those who attended would have noticed that the flag of Domi-

nica was proudly flown on the roof of Westminster Abbey in 

observance of Dominicaõs Independence, during Evensong.  

The Second Lesson was read by the High Commissioner.  A number of nationals and staff at the High Commis-

sion also attended the event. 
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JOUNE KWÉYÒL CELEBRATED AT THE DOMINICA  HIGH COMMISSION   
 

With the beautiful extravagance of the traditional Wòb Dwiyèt, along with the creative 

variations of madras outfits, you could have believed that you were in Dominica for a 

heritage day event.  This colourful sight was infact on display at the Joune Kwéyòl   cel-

ebrations which was held at the Dominica High Commission on Friday 24th October 

2014. The event was jointly organised by the High Commissions for Dominica and St 

Lucia, together with the St Lucia  Tourist Board.   Now in its second year, this event has 

again attracted a large crowd of nationals and friends of both countries.   

 

Kw®y¸l is the languageê 

It is the cultural heritage tongue of our countries, Dominica and at St Lucia,  the only 

two countries in the Caribbean where the language had survived the test of time and is 

still widely spoken.  One of the activities of the day, was workshop with Dr Morgan Dal-

phinis, a linguistic professor from St Lucia, who engaged the crowd with his humour 

and extensive knowledge.  

 

Kw®y¸l is the rhythm and danceê 

There were entertaining quadrille performances from the Caribbean Quadrille Dancers 

led by Ms Patsy Scot, the La Rayan Folk Dancer and the DONA Quadrille Dancers. As a 

special treat, there was also a quadrille performance from St Francis Primary 

School.  The High Commissions were pleased to welcome St Francis Primary School as 

well as the students from St Johns and St Clement Primary School to the event.   It was a lively affair, which continued with 

the sounds of traditional drums and lavway (call and response singing).   There was also a lively performance by Dominican 

DJ, Soca Johnny .  There was full crowd participation throughout as the guests joined in the dancing and singing. 

 

Kwéyòl is the food...  

Bakes and salt fish, smoke herring; souse, fig (green bananas), breadfruit, bouyon and pelau, are just some of manjé kwéyòl 

that the guests were treated to throughout the day. Also on offer was cocoa tea, spice tea, juices and rum punch. 

 

Kw®y¸l is the dressê 

A highlight of the day was a Kwéyòl fashion parade which showcased the traditional and modern interpretations of the 

Kwéyòl wear.  Nationals also came dressed in the national wear and prizes were warded to two of the best dressed  persons. 

 

There were entertaining and interactive storytelling sessions with Patsy Scott and Jane Grell. Both ladies fully enthralled the 

gathering  with their skills of kont and listwé (traditional storytelling).  

 

Encompassing all of these, Kwéyòl is a way of life. It's the way that people carry themselves when they are in the spirit of  

Kwéyòl.  This was evident by the lively and celebratory atmosphere, as guests mingled and enjoyed the entertainment, the 

activities and the food. 

 

Other attractions included an arts and crafts exhibition, book stalls, local products stall and a grand raffle with prizes of hotel 

accommodation at the Anchorage Hotel in Dominica and La Haut Resort in St Lucia.   The High Commissioner would like to 

thank all the groups and persons who gave their time and talent towards making this event a success.  

High Commissioners for St Kitts, Dominica and St Lucia  
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NOTES ON THE CREOLE MOVEMENT IN DOMINICA 
By Gregory Rabess, Coordinator, Konmite Pou Etid Kweyol (KEK)  

 

BACKGROUND TO JOUNE KWEYOL 

October 28, 2014 marks the 31st Anniversary of International Cre-

ole Day.  This has special significance for Dominica and the rest of 

the creole community of nations. Dominica in particular was in-

strumental in the establishment of this special day.  The first Joune 

Kwéyòl or Creole Day was held in Dominica in October 1981. In 

May 1983, members of Bann Zil Kwéyòl, met in Louisiana, USA and 

decided that October 28 would be observed as International Cre-

ole Day. As a result, International Creole Day was observed on Oc-

tober 28, 1983 for the very first time.  

 

In time, the celebrations evolved to a week and then a month. October is generally regarded as Creole Heritage 

month. Activities are diverse and include festivals such as the World Creole Music Festival in Dominica, Festival 

Kreol in Seychelles and Joune Kwéyòl in St. Lucia.   

 

Other festivals have sprung up based on the creole theme. These include Festival Kriol Jazz (Cape Verde) Jazz n' 

Creole (Dominica), Creole Blues Festival (Marie Galante/Guadeloupe), Ilo Jazz Festival (Guadeloupe), Lamentin 

Jazz Festival (Martinique) and Jazz in the South (St. Lucia).  

 

Thirty one years on, the impact of Creole Day and creole cultural advocacy is apparent in the affirmation and 

consolidation of a creole cultural identity in Bann Zil member countries as well as the growth of the cultural in-

dustries such as music, entertainment, cuisine and fashion. The tourism sector, notably hotels, restaurants, bars 

and night entertainment, has benefited. Kwéyòl has received official recognition and has been elevated to na-

tional or official languages in Haiti and Seychelles. Kwéyòl is a subject in the school curriculum in the Guade-

loupe, Martinique, French Guyana, Haiti and Seychelles. Standard orthographies (writing systems) have been 

developed by individual countries. With this, a body of literature including dictionaries, textbooks  and novels 

have emerged.  Kwéyòl is the language of contemporary creole music genres such as cadence-lypso, zouk  and 

konpa. Use of Kwéyòl has extended to the media, the internet (web sites), advertising and signage. St. Lucia has 

introduced the use of the language in its national parliament.  

 

While there is much to celebrate, there are however a number of challenges. In terms the language, these in-

clude the teaching of Kwéyòl as a subject in schools, extending the use of Kwéyòl in the media, wider adoption 

and use of the standard orthography and making the language an official mode of communication among oth-

ers. With respect to creole culture in the broad sense, the key challenges include strengthening regional coop-

eration and broadening the scope and opportunities in the creative industries.   

 

The 31st Anniversary of International Creole Day is therefore an important milestone in many ways. It provides 

an opportunity to celebrate our successes and reflect on present challenges and to chart the way forward.   

 

The Creole Movement in Dominica   

Efforts to develop and promote the Kwéyòl (Creole) language and culture and in effect, a Dominican national 

identity, date back to the 1950s and 1960s with the late Premier Edward Oliver LeBlanc and the late Cissie Cau-

deiron.  Leblancõs government succeeded in gaining internal self-rule from Britain, developed the early symbols 

of nationhood and started a revival of folk traditions through national day festivals and literature. Cissie Caudei-

ron, a creole activist, promoted traditional creole wear, traditional dances and the use of Kwéyòl in plays and in 

songs. That period saw the first recordings of folk songs and the emergence of chorales. The 1970s ushered in a 

new genre of creole music called cadence-lypso and with it, a plethora of electronic bands, with creole language 

at the centre.  
 

tŀǊǘ н ƻŦ Ψ.ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ WƻǳƴŜ YǿŜȅƻƭΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 
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A New Cultural and Tourism Initiative, focused on Young Dominican descendants 

is launched in the United Kingdom  
 

This yearõs independence  celebrations in the UK began 

with the launch of a new venture ôThe Waitukubuli Cul-

ture and Tourism InitiativeË, the brainchild of Dr Violet 

V Cuffy, Tourism Lecturer at Queen Margaret University.  

The aim of this undertaking is to create greater awareness 

and engagement in Dominicaõs history, heritage, culture 

and tourism in the United Kingdom among first, second, 

third and fourth generation Dominicans.  The project was 

conceived out of interest and passion for developing dias-

pora tourism as a unique niche, as descendants among 

the diaspora community represent a large untapped tour-

ism market within the United Kingdom.  As such, this initiative seeks to make direct contact with this potential segment, 

thus creating and sustaining renewed interest in Dominica, their personal roots in the island and by extension, ancestral 

tourism.  In the long term, the goal is to create a vibrant youth arm within the existing Dominica associations, thus ad-

dressing and ensuring continuity, an area in which the existing associations currently face 

many challenges. 

In that regard, and with the assistance of the High Commission, the first ever ôParade of Creole Fashion 2014Ë, was or-

ganised to generate interest in a broader vision of educating, promoting and celebrating Dominican history, heritage, cul-

ture and tourism among the Dominican community resident in the United Kingdom with specific focus on persons of Do-

minican parentage, born and residing in the United Kingdom.  The event, which opened the independence season in the 

UK, was hosted under the patronage of the Dominican High Commissioner, Her Excellency, Francine Baron. 

Her Excellency remarked that she was pleased to support this initiative as it furthered one of the objectives of the High 

Commission which was to reach out to the young Dominican Diaspora to encourage them to become more involved and 

aware of Dominicaõs culture and traditions and to improve the visibility of Dominica in the United Kingdom on a sustained 

basis. ò 

To attract the interest and involvement of the target group the youth, the event took the form of a creole fashion show, 

with the key elements including the showcase of the national wear, food, art, and culture.  The goal was to present a cross-

section of aspects of the events 

held on the island.  As such, the 

main feature was the causal, crea-

tive, and traditional outfits dis-

played by the models.  In addition, 

the show featured performances 

from the Dominica Overseas Na-

tionals Association (DONA) quad-

rille dance group, Soca Johnny, and 

Sylvia Hendersonõs creole (story 

telling) group.  Also significant was 

a presentation by Richard Etienne, 

ôMy ID Journeyõ emphasising to the 

audience the relevance of this new 

initiative to his quest in discovering 

his Dominican heritage on the first 

anniversary of his fatherõs death.   

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ .Ǌƛŀƴ vǳŀǾŜǊ 

Photo courtesy Brian Quaver 

Photo courtesy Brian Quaver 
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The objective is that ôThe Parade of Creole Fashion 2014Ëõ serves as 

the springboard for future events such as Miss Wòb Dwiyèt and Ti 

Matador, and the establishment of young traditional dance groups, 

among others.  Additionally, plans are afoot for participation in the UK 

Queen pageant; and in the long term, an increased range of events 

around Dominicaõs carnival culture such as princess shows, teenage 

pageants and junior calypso competitions.  More importantly, the 

broader aim is create a strong awareness of Dominicaõs heritage and 

culture at the level of the youth population, thus ensuring greater en-

gagement and continuity of this initiative among second, third and 

fourth generation Dominicans and their descendants. 

From all indications, the initiative is well received among the resident 

Dominican community.  In the word of a cultural elder, Pasty Peltier-

Scott, òthe approach to this event captured the minds and interests of 

the youth, in a way that was not possible in over 30/40 years: I really 

enjoyed it and everybody is saying the same thing, and the fact that it 

was a great success is also positive for promoting the Dominican herit-

age and culture.ó 

The project launch was part sponsored by The Dominica High Commis-

sion, The Discover Dominica Authority, the Dominica Secondary 

Schools Supporters Association (DASSSA), Bquavs Photography, Fort 

Young Hotel, SocaNews, and the numerous volunteers who have given 

of their time in planning and organising the event.  However, the long -term success depends on continued support of the 

wider community but more significantly on the youth, who are the core focus of ôThe Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism 

InitiativeË. 

To learn more about the project, to get involved or to support the programmes visit our Eventbrite page:  

"The Waitikubuli Culture & Tourism InitiativeËó or email: supportwaitukubuli@gmail.com  

 

Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism Initiative 2015 Programme  

Creole Bulletin Press Launch  - April 

Two day Creole Youth camp: Second - July 

Madame & Miss Wob 2015 - October 

Photos (above and below) courtesy Kreol Magazine  

Photo courtesy Brian Quaver 

mailto:supportwaitukubuli@gmail.com
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 LOOKING BACK AT THE 2014 COMMONWEALTH GAMES 
 

With one of the largest contingent of athletes from Dominica to a 

Commonwealth Games, Team Dominica represented the country to 

the fullest at Glasgow 2014.  Although we were not able to secure 

medals on this occasion, the  athletes must be congratulated for flying 

the flag and representing Dominica with pride.  The High Commission 

joins in congratulating the athletes and in wishing them every success 

as they continue their training in their respective disciplines. 

 

Glasgow 2014 - Dominica Team Official Results  

ATHLETICS 

Mitchel Davis  (400m) 

Semi Finals 1, Rank 8, BiB 1347, Lane 1, Reaction Time 0.171, Result 

47.49 

Heat 7, Rank 4, BIB 1347   Lane 7, Reaction Time 0.177, Results 46.94 

PB 

 

Ericson Hurtault  (400m) 

Heat 1, Rank 5, BIB 1349, Lane 5, Reaction Time 0.171, Result 47.02 

 

David Registe  (Long Jump) 

Finals, Rank 10, BiB 1351, Result 7.52 

Qualification Group A, BiB 1351, Result 7.70  

 

Yordanys Duranona Garcia  (Triple Jump) 

Finals, Rank 8, BiB 1348, Result 15.81 (This performance at PANAM 

would have won Garcia Gold) 

Qualification Group B, BiB 1348, Result 16.05 

 

Brendan Williams  (Long Jump) 

Qualification Group A, Rank 21, Bib 1353, Result 2.06 

 

Dillon Simon  (Shot Put) 

Finals, Rank 7, BiB 1352, Result 18.66 (NR) 

Qualification Group A, BiB 1352, Result 18.40 

 

Thea Lafond  (High Jump) 

Final, Rank 0, BiB 1350, Result NM 

Qualification Group A, Rank 5, BiB 1350, Result 1.81m 

 

BOXING 

Valerian Spicer  

Preliminaries, Bout 146, 3.0 over Pritchard Alexis  

Quarterfinals, Bout 181, Lost 2:1 to Audley-Murphy Alanna 

 

 

Results and Photos are courtesy of the Dominica Olympic Committee  
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PROFILE OF DOMINICAN ASSOCIATIONS IN THE UNITED  KINGDOM  

 

DOMINICA UNITED KING DOM ASSOCIATION ( DUKA)  

 

A Brief  History  
 

DUKA was formed in July 1978, just months before Dominica became independent, following the merger of two small Do-

minican groups operating in east London from the late 1960s.  Itõs formation by a handful of Dominicans was a recognition 

that as a community there was the imperative to help each other in times of crisis, to provide for others less fortunate, to 

foster opportunities to develop and practice cultural awareness and to support the development of the òNature Islandó of 

Dominica. 

 

DUKAõs first major project occurred only a year after registration with the Hurricane David Relief Effort in 1979 ; this in-

volved the collection of clothing and foodstuffs from all over the UK for shipping to communities in Dominica. This contribu-

tion was not only crucial in terms of supporting the hurricane devastated island, but it also encouraged a number of nation-

als in the UK to start thinking seriously about establishing voluntary groups as a mechanism for achieving social cohesion, be 

it on a geographical basis, and for assisting general development. 

 

DUKA enjoyed an influx of new young members who worked with the senior founder members.  It also worked collabora-

tively with other Dominican Associations, under the aegis of the Dominica National Council and the Joint Dominican Associ-

ations. One of the most memorable joint events was the 1983 Independence Dance at the Harrow Leisure Centre, which at-

tracted 5,000 Dominicans and friends from all parts of the UK; one of DUKAõs responsibilities included co-ordinating 21 

coaches from East London. 

 

In 1988, DUKA took a party of members and supporters to Dominica to celebrate the 10
th

 anniversary of independence. This 

historic event involved visits to manufacturing and service businesses, health centres, schools, and the 5.5 acres of land pur-

chased by DUKA on Belle Valley estate en route to Syndicate for developing a multi-faceted Community Development pro-

ject.   In 1990 after many years of planning, DUKA successfully launched and registered the DUKANS Community Develop-

ment Association , to own the land and develop the Community Development project.  In that same year DUKA played a 

lead role in establishing the Dominica Natural Disaster Fund, which has recently been reviewed and re-named Dominica Na-

tional Development and Disaster Fund to focus on not only providing infrastructural preparedness and post disaster support, 

but also assisting socio-economic development in Dominica. 

 

DUKA collaborated with the Dominica Academy of Arts and Sciences to organise the first International  Soccer Tournament 

and Educational Camp  for sixteen boys in the UK aged 14 to 18 years to play against USA, Canada and Dominica on the 

òNature Islandó, in July 2005.  A similar Tournament followed in October 2008 for over-18s and both events have positively 

influenced the lives of the participants. 

 

DUKA developed its Dominica Carnival Culture project, Mas Domnik UK  as one of the most colourful, vibrant and enjoyable 

Bands at the London Notting Hill Carnival.  They have achieved second place once and third place three times since they 

have been participating. 

 

 

DUKA Chairs  Past and Present  
 

DUKA recognises the individuals who played a leadership role in the association over the years:  

 

ß Mr Lytten Paul   

ß Mr Sylvester Joseph  

ß Mr Randolph H Victor  

ß Mrs Mervin Caesar -John  

ß Ms Heather Jno Baptiste (Charles)  

 



мн 

Message from DUKAõs  Chairman 
 

The Dominica UK Association (DUKA) has arrived at a historic and monumental stage in the life and achievements of the or-

ganisation.  To survive over 35 years as a registered charity is no mean feat, particularly with the demise of so many voluntary 

community organisations due to lack of funding, dwindled membership and change in membersõ interests as well as focus. 

Many businesses do not survive for such a period and more importantly DUKA has made best efforts in capitalising on its 

experiences with the aim of sustaining its longevity and playing a more visible role in our communities both in the UK and 

Dominica. 

 

Perseverance, Collaboration, Caring, Professionalism and Sharing are the key underlying strategic themes that concisely sum-

marise the vision and position that DUKA has developed over the last three decades. At the core of the statement is the need 

for participation of DUKAõs changing membership, as in a society where the pursuit of personal goals and achievements is 

promoted as the main priority.  The realities of the current economic conditions present an increasingly challenging prospect  

for DUKA and other organisations both in terms of attracting committed members and retaining them for sustained growth, 

relevance of our activities and positive visible outcomes. 

 

DUKA has not and does not intend to stand still, but constantly reviews its objectives to ensure relevance today and in the 

future, its structure to ensure fitness for purpose and inclusivity, core and useful activities and performance in delivery.  At the 

core of DUKAõs success and longevity is its committed and loyal membership as well as portfolio of òFriendsó and supporters.   

DUKAõs strategy for building a wider base for increasing the mobilisation and participation has resulted in assigning a high 

priority to DUKA Mas Domnik UK Carnival Band 

 

DUKA aims to continue to pursue its strategic objectives and plans for the future in appreciation that the support of members  

of our various communities is essential; collaboration within and outside the Dominican community will add the richness that 

has helped sustain us. 

Vincent M John, Chairman  

 

 

DUKAõs Management  Committee 2014-2015 
 

Trustees: 

Chairman :      Mr Vincent M John 

Vice-Chair:     Miss Rita Alcid 

General Secretary :    Miss Patricia Shillingford 

Treasurer :      Miss Amanda Simpson 

Administrative Finance Officer :  Mrs Miranda Shillingford - Lastic 

Membership & Welfare Officer :  Mr Reggie Johnson  

Resources Officer :    Ms Janice Germaine 

Projects Officer :    Mr Marcus Peter 

 

 

Co-optees :  

Mr Vernon Pemberton 

Miss Lisa Lavinier; Mr Steve Daniel 

Mr Lloyd Bertrand 

Miss Pamela Anthony 

 

 

Contacting DUKA  

Address :  The Dominica UK Association, c/o Barking Road Community Centre 

627-633 Barking Road, Plaistow, London E13 9EZ. 

 

Tel: 07712 894 518 

e-mail : management@duka.org.uk  

mailto:management@duka.org.uk
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DUKA MAS DOMNIK Carnival Band 2014  
 

On 25
th

 August 2014, DUKA Mas Domnik UK Carnival Band presented the theme òCocktailsó in recognition of the first stage 

of the 50
th

 anniversary of the London Notting Hill Carnival. A variety of Prince and Princess costumes cocktails, namely 

òMorning Gloryó, òPina Coladaó, òSingapore Slingó, òGrasshopperó, òBlue Hawaiianó, and òBrandy Alexanderó added the flavour 

to maintain the Masqueraders and revellers in the persistent rain. 

 

The DUKA Mas Domnik UK Carnival Band theme for 2015 is òDOMINICA ~ IN YOUR FACEó, so keep a look out and book for 

your costume early to revel in the parade.  
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QUEEN YOUNG LEADERS AWARD  
 

To commemorate the 60th Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen as Head of the Commonwealth, The Queenõs 

Young Leaders Programme has been launched.  The programme will run for four years, from 2014 to 2018 and 

each year 60 inspirational young people will be selected to receive a Queenõs Young Leaders Award.  It is hoped 

that at least one person from every Commonwealth country will receive a Queenõs Young Leaders Award.   

 

The programme aims to recognise inspiring young people from every Commonwealth nation who are making a 

difference in their communities, by improving the lives of others.  Nomination is open to citizens of Common-

wealth countries, between the ages of 18-29.  Awardees will be presented with their accolade by The Queen dur-

ing a week-long residential programme in the UK.  The winners will also be enrolled on a yearlong training and 

mentorship programme to help develop their skills and expertise.  

 

The programme was set up by The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust in collaboration with Comic Relief and 

The Royal Commonwealth Society.  The programme was launched on 9th July 2014, by Their Royal Highnesses 

The Duke of Cambridge and Prince Harry.  

 

Dominicaõs Youth was represented by Ms Stephie Pascal, a young Dominican of scholastic excellence, who is cur-

rently studying an MPhil in Advanced Chemical Engineering at the University of Cambridge.  Ms Pascal has been 

recognised with several awards in her academic life, including the Goldsmid Sessional Prize, Charles Keel Prize, 

Rooke Scholarship and IChemE Prize at UCL, and Presidentsõ Award (Dominica National Youth Council). 

 

The High Commission would encourage persons within the Dominican UK Community to bring to our attention 

any inspiring young person, living in Dominica, who can be considered for this award. 

DASSSA BRINGS FESTIVE CHEER WITH ITS  ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT  
 

On Sunday 7th December 2014, DASSSAõs annual Christmas Carol Concert 

was held at the High Commission.  It was an evening of merriment and 

cheer, as the gathering joined in singing carols, accompanied by steel pan 

music from Samuel Dubois.  Other entertainment included a raffle, with fan-

tastic prizes including a traditional Caribbean Christmas cake. 

 

Children were kept entertained with the arts and crafts corner, where they 

were able to draw and paint.  Santa Claus was also present with gifts for the 

little ones.  

 

This event  was well supported by friends and patrons of DASSSAõs and it is 

one of the Associationõs major event for the year.  The High Commissioner, 

Her Excellency Francine Baron attended the event with her children.  Staff 

from the High Commission were also in attendance. 

Photos courtesy Ben Gordon  


